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Foreword EHF President 
 

Dear handball friends,  

Four high-profile play-off ties in next step on Golden Road to Cologne!  

We had 16 teams on the starting grid of the Machineseeker EHF Champions League 2023/24 
when Europe’s top-flight competition threw off with the group phase six months ago. After 
14 intense, spectacular, and dramatic rounds, there are now 12 teams left in the race as we 
head into the knockout phase. Let’s find out which teams dare to rise to occasion in the 
business end of the Machineseeker EHF Champions League! 

We continue the Golden Road to Cologne with the play-offs, as eight team are set to battle it 
out on 27/28 March and 3/4 April for the remaining four quarter-final berths. Four teams have 
already punched their ticket thanks to their top-two finish in the group phase: THW Kiel and 
Aalborg Håndbold advance from group A, and Barça and SC Magdeburg from group B. So, 
which four teams will join them for the last step ahead of the TruckScout24 EHF FINAL4 2024 
on 8/9 June? 

The 2016 champions and runners-up of the past two seasons, Industria Kielce, face one of 
the two Danish sides in the competition, GOG, who hope to reach the quarter-finals for the 
first time. The winners will meet reigning champions Magdeburg, which means we could see 
a rematch of last year’s final in the quarter-finals. 

Two-time former titleholders Montpellier HB, who lifted the trophy in 2003 and 2018, take 
on one of the evergreens in Europe’s top flight, HC Zagreb. The four-time finalists from Croatia 
aim for their first quarter-final appearance in eight years. The next opponents for the winners 
of this tie are four-time champions THW Kiel. 

In a highly anticipated national derby, Hungarian powerhouses OTP Bank - Pick Szeged, 
striving for their first quarter-final berth in five years, and four-time finalists Telekom 
Veszprém HC will clash twice. Whoever opens the door to the quarter-final will then face 
2021 finalists Aalborg for a ticket to Cologne. 

Orlen Wisla Plock reached their first ever quarter-final last season and are eager to repeat 
the feat when meeting Paris Saint-Germain Handball, who finally hope to go all the way this 
season. Whether it will be Plock or Paris, they need to get past record champions Barça in the 
quarter-finals in order to book the trip to the TruckScout24 EHF FINAL4. 

With four high-profile ties in the play-offs, handball fans across the world can look forward to 
two midweeks of entertaining and thrilling action, providing us with the next step on the 
Golden Road to Cologne. The race to the most coveted trophy in men’s club handball is truly 
on! 

Michael Wiederer  
EHF President 
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gorenje.com

Home appliances, 
designed for making  
your life simplified.

Everyday chores can be challenging and time consuming, 
but not with Gorenje. By simply pushing the button, you will 
be surprised how smoothly, faster, and efficiently the tasks 
are completed. Because we strive to simplify your daily life, 
providing you with innovative, energy efficient and reliable 
home appliances to bring you peace of mind you deserve.

LESS EFFORT, 
MORE  
FREE TIME  
SIMPLY MAGIC







ULTIMATE
Completely controlled bounce. Extreme durability. 
Optimal roundness. Perfect grip and soft feel.

Official match ball of the Machineseeker EHF Champions League.
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GOG is celebrating the 10th season 
in Champions League where the 
aim is to repeat the succes from 
last season where the Danish side 
reached the quarter-finals for the 
first time in history. On the bench 
Mikkel Voigt replaced coach Nicolej 
Krickau, who left for Flensburg.

Also a couple of young stars - 
among them Simon Pytlick who 
was named MVP and best left back 
of the 2022/23 season at the EHF 
Excellence Awards - has left the 
club, but new blood as arrived. And 
last seasons top EHF CL top scorer 
Emil Madsen is eager to equal the 
107 goals this year.

Christian Bové
+ 45 31 20 92 09
redaktion@gog.dk

for the first time in club history, the overall Champions League top 
scorer came from GOG: right back Emil Madsen, who scored 107 
goals last season.

new trainer is Mikkel Voigt, formerly in charge of the youth academy 
in GOG.

EHF Champions League
Participations (including 2023/24 season): 10
Main Round (2): 2007/08, 2008/09
Last 16 (2): 2004/05, 2006/07
Last 8 (1): 2022/23
Group Matches (4): 1995/96, 1996/97, 1998/99, 2000/01, 2019/20

Other
EHF European League: Quarter-finals 2020/21
EHF Cup: Quarter-finals 1999/00, 2001/02, 2005/06 
Cup Winners’ Cup: Runners-up 1995/96, Quarter-finals 1993/94, 
1997/98
Danish league: 9 titles (1992, 1995, 1996, 1998, 2000, 2004, 2007, 
2022, 2023)
Danish cup: 11 titles (1990, 1991, 1992, 1995, 1996, 1997, 2002, 2003, 
2005, 2019, 2023)
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